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INTRODUCTION1

When the doctrine of the Holy Spirit is considered from a Biblical
perspective, the subject usually begins and ends solely with the New
Testament text. Rarely is the Old Testament consulted in order to
understand the Holy Spirit significantly or to develop the theme of the
purpose and work of the Holy Spirit fully. One cannot begin a study of
the Hebrew Scriptures without encountering the Spirit of God in His
creative work. In Genesis chapter one, the Holy Spirit is revealed as
“moving upon” or “brooding upon” the face of the waters. The Hebrew
word for “moved upon” is rarely used in the Bible, and it refers to the
energizing force of creation. In this passage, the Holy Spirit is depicted
as providing the necessary energy to incubate and bring forth creation
itself (material and physical). The force of creation itself was (and is)
the power of the Word of God. When Genesis 1:3 records, “And God
said, Let there be light,” the God of creation, along with His Spirit of
creation, utilized the Word of creation to bring forth into being the
material and physical world, which was created by the eternal Word
and by which power all things continue to be bound together (Col.
1:15-17). Incidently, the word “created” (Gen. 1:1) is translated from
Hebrew term barah and here it is describing “fiat creation,” i.e.,
creating from non-existing matter (Heb. 11:1-3).

It is, however, the Spirit of God in His energizing work of creation
that is the focus of attention here. The Hebrew word used for Spirit in
the Old Testament text is ruach. This is a most interesting term, and
because the Hebrew language can be both symbolic and poetic, in
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addition to being precise, the idea or concept of the Spirit of God is an
emerging and diverse study from the text of the Hebrew Scriptures.

ATTRIBUTES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
In describing the Divine attributes of the Holy Spirit, the Bible

identifies Him with God in such a way as to prove unmistakably His
Deity. This is seen, for example, in the Holy Spirit’s eternality as
described in Hebrews 9:14: “[H]ow much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish
unto God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?” The Holy Spirit’s omnipresence is described in Psalm 139:7-10,
with the psalmist asking:

Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from
thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: If I make
my bed in Sheol, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the
morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there
shall thy hand lead me, And thy right hand shall hold me.

The omnipotence (energizing power) of the Holy Spirit is illustrated in
Luke 1:35—“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy
Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall
overshadow thee: wherefore also the holy thing which is begotten shall
be called the Son of God.” Further, the omniscience of the Holy Spirit
is depicted by Paul in 1 Corinthians 2:10-11, where he writes: “But
unto us God revealed them through the Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of God. For who among men knoweth
the things of a man, save the spirit of the man, which is in him? even
so the things of God none knoweth, save the Spirit of God” (cf., Jn.
15:26; 16:12-13). These passages, illustrating the eternality, the
omnipresence, the omnipotence, and the omniscience of the Holy Spirit
are linked inextricably to God, thus illustrating the Deity of the Holy
Spirit.

The New Testament also joins the Holy Spirit equally with Christ
and God in the Great Commission of Matthew 28:19—“Go ye
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” This is also
true regarding His functioning in the early church as can be seen in
1 Corinthians 12:4-6. There Paul wrote: “Now there are diversities of
gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are diversities of ministrations, and
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the same Lord. And there are diversities of workings, but the same
God, who worketh all things in all.” Finally, in the apostolic benedic-
tion of 2 Corinthians 13:14, the apostle Paul couples the Deity status of
the Holy Spirit with that of Christ and God, saying: “The grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.”

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
In the Hebrew Scriptures, the Spirit of the Lord is generally an

expression of the power of God, whereby He carries out His creative
and mighty deeds (e.g., 1 Kgs. 8:12; Jgs. 14:6ff; 1 Sam. 11:6). In this
regard, “Spirit” sometimes finds expression in ways familiar to other
modes of God’s activity, such as “his handiwork” (Ps. 19:1) or “the
spirit of wisdom” (Ex. 28:3).

The word “Spirit” in the Hebrew language (ruach) linguistically
refers to associations with “breath” and “wind,” which were understood
by cultures in the Ancient Near Eastern world to be unseen spiritual
forces or energies. The use of the term “Holy Ghost” in the KJV is
based on a now obsolete usage of the word “ghost,” which, from the
Middle English and old Anglo-Saxon, originally meant “breath,”
“spirit,” (cf., the resultant German term geist). When these linguistic
components are taken into account, it is more easily understood that
God’s creative word (Gen. 1:3ff) is closely related to God’s creative
“energy” or “Spirit” (Gen. 2:7). These ideas are identified elsewhere
with God’s Spirit.

In the Old Testament, it is the personal activity of the Spirit
Himself that is emphasized, rather than the more personalized nature of
the Holy Spirit, which receives fuller treatment in the New Testament
text. Specifically, in the Hebrew Scriptures, the Holy Spirit is seen as
the Divine energy of creation:

And the earth was waste and void; and darkness was upon the
face of the deep: and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters (Gen. 1:2).
By his Spirit the heavens are garnished; His hand hath pierced
the swift serpent (Job 26:13).
[U]ntil the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the
wilderness become a fruitful field, and  the fruitful field be
esteemed as a forest (Isa. 32:15).
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And He served to animate and vitalize the universe and, especially, the
crowning achievement of God’s creation, the human being:

And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul (Gen. 2:7).
The Spirit of God hath made me, And the breath of the Almighty
giveth me life (Job 33:4).

In this regard, the work of the Holy Spirit is related specifically to the
creative and energetic activities of animation, revelation, and inspira-
tion.

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND ANIMATION
Regarding the mission and medium of the Holy Spirit, these three

major works of Divine agency deserve careful attention. First is the
acknowledgement of the Spirit’s activity in creation by His work of
animation.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And the
earth was waste and void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep: and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God
saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from
the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, one
day (Gen. 1:1-5).

By “animation” is meant the energizing force of the Spirit. Indeed,
the Holy Spirit had a part to play in the creation of the universe and
material creation (Gen. 1:2). In this activity of exercising Divine
energy, or animation, He brought order out of chaos. The Holy Spirit
also had a part in the creation of man, as is seen in the use of the
personal pronouns in Genesis 1:26, “And God said, Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness.” This certainly speaks to a specific and
Divine aspect of creation which is illustrated by Job’s statement: “The
Spirit of God hath made me, And the breath of the Almighty giveth me
life” (Job 33:4). This serves as an inspired commentary on Genesis 2:7,
which states: “And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul.” These familiar passages in the Hebrew Scriptures, no
doubt, had special meaning for the apostle Paul, who, in Romans 8:2,
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referred to the Holy Spirit as “the Spirit of life.” Additionally, he writes
that life will be given to the Christians’ mortal bodies in the resurrec-
tion by the “Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Rom. 8:11). When the Bible
teaches “The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the
Almighty hath given me life” (Job 33:4), it is meant that in the creation
of man, it was the work of the Holy Spirit to give life to the body which
had been made. Psalm 104:30—“Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are
created; And thou renewest the face of the ground”—is also a telling
commentary on Job 33:4.

Further, the Holy Spirit is described as imparting life, both
physically and spiritually (Gen. 2:7). Paul declares: “But if the Spirit
of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwelleth in you, he that raised
up Christ Jesus from the dead shall give life also to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Rom. 8:11). The Bible teaches
that the Holy Spirit is the Imparter, Quickener, and Energizer of both
physical and spiritual life. Spiritually, today, the means by which our
spirits are enlivened, quickened, and energized is the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

In regard to material and spiritual animation by the Holy Spirit,
the Bible describes the Holy Spirit’s energizing work of creation
regarding the Lord’s church. In Matthew 16:18, the Lord
promised that He would build His church. The Lord was careful
in specifying the time and place of the establishment of His
church. In Mark 9:1 and Acts 1:8, he definitely connects the
establishment of His church with the coming of the Holy Spirit.
In Luke 24:46, 47 and Acts 1:8, he specifies the place as being
Jerusalem. The Lord kept this great promise, and we have the
sacred record of its fulfillment in Acts 2. According to verse 4
(of Acts 2), the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles as He had
promised. With the Holy Spirit came “power,” and with the
power came the kingdom of God—the Lord’s church ...
The New Testament church is a “creation.” In Ephesians 2:14-18
Paul says, “For He is our peace, Who made both one and brake
down the middle wall of partition, having abolished in his flesh
the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; that He might create in Himself of the two one new
man, so making peace; and might reconcile them both in one
body unto God through the cross.”2
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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND REVELATION
Second, the Holy Spirit served as the medium of Divine activity in

revelation, regarding utterance and prophecy in Old Testament times.
By “revelation” is meant specifically the message or the oracle of God.
The Word of God revealed is the Word of God made known.

One example of the work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament,
acting as the Medium of revelation, is found in Isaiah 6:8-10. Isaiah,
the prophet of God, affirmed:

And I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us? Then I said, Here am I; send me. And he
said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand
not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this
people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest
they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand
with their heart, and turn again, and be healed.

Regarding the work of the Holy Spirit in the process of revelation,
the late Roy Lanier, Sr. observed:

The Bible is the book of the Spirit; it is the message from Deity,
revealed by the Holy Spirit. It was the Spirit who enabled the
prophets to foretell the suffering of Jesus Christ, as well as the
glories that followed (1 Pet. 1:11). It was the Holy Spirit, by the
mouth of David, who said the people and their rulers would be
gathered together against the Lord and His Anointed (Acts 4:25).
Jesus said David was speaking “in the Spirit” when he said, The
Lord said unto my Lord (Mt. 22:43). To “speak in the Spirit” is
to speak as the Spirit moves one, to speak by inspiration. Luke
said the Holy Spirit spoke through Isaiah (Acts 28:25). And we
are told that “the Holy Spirit also beareth witness to us” when
He caused Jeremiah to predict that the Lord would make a new
covenant with His people (Heb. 10:15; Jer. 31:33). Paul said all
scripture is given by inspiration of God (2 Tim. 3:16). And Peter
said holy men of old spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit (2 Pet. 1:21). Many, many times Jesus recognized the Old
Testament as a message from God (Lk. 24:44-46), and several
times he recognized it as being given by the prophets through the
Spirit (Mk. 12:36). The Spirit is also the Author of the New
Testament. Paul said, “The Spirit speaketh expressly ...” (1 Tim.
4:1). The apostles spoke as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts
2:4), and they wrote the same things which they preached by the
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Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven (1 Pet. 1:12). For the things
they wrote were calculated to put people in remembrance of the
things which they preached by word of mouth (2 Pet. 3:1, 2).
And Paul said he wrote what had been revealed to him, as well
as to other apostles and prophets, so that the readers might
perceive his understanding in the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:3-5).
So the Holy Spirit is the Author of the entire Bible, revealing and
recording what God said through the prophets to the fathers, and
what God has said through His Son to us in these last days (Heb.
1:1-2).3

When this passage is compared with its New Testament counterpart in
Acts 28:25-27, it is clear that the Holy Spirit is credited by the inspired
writer with being the medium or vehicle of Divine revelation. Luke
wrote:

And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed
after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Spirit
through Isaiah the prophet unto your fathers, saying, Go thou
unto this people, and say, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall in
no wise understand; And seeing ye shall see, and shall in no wise
perceive: For this people's heart is waxed gross, And their ears
are dull of hearing, And their eyes they have closed; Lest, haply
they should perceive with their eyes, And hear with their ears,
And understand with their heart, And should turn again, And I
should heal them.

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND INSPIRATION
Third, the activity of the Holy Spirit in His work of inspiration is

clearly seen in such passages as 2 Samuel 23:2, where David said: “The
Spirit of Jehovah spake by me, And his word was upon my tongue.”
Here, it is not the work of the Holy Spirit as the medium of revelation
that is at issue, but rather the activity of the Holy Spirit in transmitting
the revelation to the mind of mortal man. This process is called
inspiration (literally, “God-spiriting”). In this passage, David implies
that the Holy Spirit is the One who is transmitting the revelation of God
to him (not originating the message) and by this process of Holy Spirit
transmission, the revelation itself, as given to the mind of David, is
therefore infallible and inerrant, as it is the Word of God.

2 Peter 1:21, Peter affirms, “For no prophecy ever came by the will
of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.” In



56 The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

56

the New Testament, this work of the Holy Spirit received much more
specific treatment in passages such as John 14:25-26 and 16:12-13.

In recent years, especially with the advent of post-modernism, as
well as the continuous presence of classical liberalism and modernism
in their various forms, much emphasis has been given to a “New
Hermeneutic.” Yet, it must be observed that the foundational teaching
which allows for the construction of any new hermeneutic must first
seek to negate or minimize the doctrine of the inspiration and inerrancy
of Scripture. The theological common denominator among all modern-
istic or liberalistic views of the Biblical text is the rejection of the
fundamental and orthodox views of textual inspiration and inerrancy.

There are three great Biblical truths that stand or fall, depending
upon one’s understanding of the doctrine of inspiration. These truths
are: 1) God has spoken, 2) The Bible is the revelation from God to
man, and 3) The Bible is God speaking. Scriptures emphatically set
forth that God spoke in the Old Testament times to the prophets and in
the New Testament times by His Son (Heb. 1:1-2). This message from
God was confirmed unto us by them who heard (Heb. 2:3-4; Lk. 1:70;
Acts 3:21; Rom. 1:1-2). One is also assured that the Bible is the
revelation from God to man. Divine revelation, in this sense, is the
communication by God to man of those truths concerning Himself, His
plans, and His will, and concerning man and his redemption, which
could not have been known through nature, intuition, or by any process
of philosophical reasoning, apart from divine inspiration.

The Bible is not God, but it is God speaking. The Bible is not the
Holy Spirit, but it is that God-directed revelation which the Holy Spirit
communicated to the minds of mortal man. He has spoken, and the
Bible, His word-revelation, is the result. The entire Bible is God
speaking and, as such, the orthodox doctrine of plenary inspiration is
upheld in the sacred text.4

Inspiration Defined
The late B.C. Goodpasture correctly noted:

In view of the various modern uses of the word, it is hardly
enough to say that the Bible is inspired. Almost any modernist
will admit that it is inspired, if you will let him define what he
means. In like manner, he will grant that Christ is divine, but he
means only in the sense that we all are divine. He will not admit
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the Deity of Jesus. As a rule, in granting that the Bible is
inspired, he means it only in the same sense that Shakespeare,
Milton, and Browning were inspired. He strips the Bible of its
inspiration, just as he strips Christ of His Deity. All modernistic
views of inspiration are wholly inadequate.5

What do we mean then by “inspiration,” as applied to the Bible?
Inspiration, in general, is the act of breathing in. The word is derived
from two Latin words, in and spiro, which means to blow or breathe in
or into. It occurs twice in the King James Version: “[T]he inspiration
of the Almighty giveth them understanding” (Job 32:8), and “All
scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). In the book of
Job, the word “inspiration” is from the Hebrew word neshamah, which
means “breath,” and is so translated in the American Standard Version.
In 2 Timothy 3:16, the Greek word theopneustos is translated in the
King James Version as “given by inspiration of God,” and in the
American Standard Version (1901), “inspired of God.” This word is
composed of two words, theos, meaning “God,” and pneustos, meaning
“breathed” (from pneo, to blow or breathe). Linguistically, the verb
pneo comes the noun pneuma, which is translated as “Spirit.” Pneustos,
then, might mean “spirited,” and then Theopneustos would mean “God-
spirited,” or “God-breathed,” or “filled with the breath of God,” or “the
product of the divine Breath (or Spirit),” or “given by God through the
Spirit.” The word “inspired” implies an influence from without,
producing effects which are beyond natural powers. Its force is not so
much inspiration as spiration, God breathing not so much “in” as “out.”
Yet, it is to be inferred that He first breathes “in.” Hence, the word is
“Spirit,” “life,” “living” (Jn. 6:63; Heb. 4:12).6

On this latter point Benjamin B. Warfield emphasized that the
Greek term theopneustos does not denote “inspiring” or “inspiration,”
but rather spiring or spiration. This implies that the Scripture is not a
human product of what was “breathed into” the human writers by God,
but rather a divine product “breathed out” by God through the
instrumentality of human authors.7

In support of his line of reasoning, Warfield wrote:
What it says of Scripture is, not that it is “breathed into by God”
or is the product of divine “inbreathing” into its human authors,
but that it is breathed out by God, “God-breathed,” the product
of the creative breath of God. In a word, what is declared by this
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fundamental passage is simply that the Scriptures are a divine
product, without any indication of how God has operated in
producing them. No term could have been chosen, however,
which would have more emphatically asserted the divine
production of Scripture than that which is here employed. The
“breath of God” is in Scripture just the symbol of His almighty
power, the bearer of His creative word ... When Paul declares,
then, that “every Scripture,” or “all Scripture” is the product of
the divine breath, “is God-breathed,” he asserts with as much
energy as he could employ that Scripture is the product of a
specifically divine operation.8

Warfield further comments:
What is Theopneustos is “God-breathed,” produced by the
creative breath of the Almighty. And Scripture is called Theo-
pneustos in order to designate it as “God-breathed,” the product
of divine spiration, the creation of that Spirit who is in all the
spheres of the divine activity the executive of the Godhead ...
What it affirms is that the Scriptures owe their origin to an
activity of God, the Holy Ghost, and are in the highest and truest
sense His creation. It is on this foundation of divine origin that
all the high attributes of Scripture are built.9

The Bible Claims To Be Inspired
The Bible claims to be inspired. Even the casual reader has been

impressed with the frequent use of such expressions as: “Thus saith the
Lord,” “God spake,” “The Lord testified, saying,” and “The Lord hath
spoken it.” It is estimated that in the prophets alone, these expressions
occur some 1300 times, while in the Old Testament, 2500 such phrases
attributing the authorship to God are found.

God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets
by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these
days spoken unto us in his Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, through whom also he made the worlds (Heb. 1:1-2).
Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteous-
ness. That the man of God may be complete, furnished com-
pletely unto every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
[K]nowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private
interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of man:
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but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet.
1:20-21).
But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all that I said unto you (Jn. 14:26).
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you
into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but what
things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall
declare unto you the things that are to come (Jn. 16:13).
Think not that I came to destroy the law or the prophets: I came
not to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven
and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
away from the law, till all things be accomplished (Mt. 5:17-18).

Jesus endorsed the Old Testament in its entirety. He said “all things
must needs be fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses, and the
prophets, and the psalms, concerning me” (Lk. 24:44). These three
divisions—the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms—according
to Jewish usage, included all the books of the Old Testament.

Regarding the New Testament text, speaking of Paul’s epistles,
Peter writes “some things hard to be understood, which the ignorant
and unstedfast wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their
own destruction” (2 Pet. 3:16). Here, Peter refers to Paul’s letters as
“Scripture.” Paul quotes the statement made by the Lord, “The laborer
is worthy of his hire” (1 Tim. 5:18), and calls it “Scripture.” The
quotation is not found in the Old Testament, but it is found in the New
Testament in Luke 10:7. Indeed, claims of inspiration by necessary
inference can be found in many statements, such as: “For ever, O
Jehovah, Thy word is settled in heaven” (Ps. 119:89); “the word of our
God shall stand forever” (Isa. 40:8); “the scripture cannot be broken”
(Jn. 10:35). The same is true of the self-descriptions of the Scriptures,
such as: “living oracles” (Acts 7:38), “the word of God” (Heb. 4:12),
“the sacred writings” (2 Tim. 3:15), and “prophecy” (Rev. 22:18),
which demonstrate the inspired guidance of God.10

Peter Affirms Biblical Inspiration
The books of 1 and 2 Peter provide wonderful commentary

regarding the verbal inspiration of the Word of God. Especially, do
these books bear cogent testimony as to the nature of inspiration.
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Although modernists, advocating the tenets of neo-orthodoxy,
teach that the Bible becomes inspired when man recognizes it as being
inspired of God, the very nature of Biblical inspiration itself implies
that the Bible is “God-breathed,” regardless of man’s emotional attitude
toward it. Indeed, the nature of Biblical inspiration is multifaceted. This
means that the implications of Bible inspiration are to be both recog-
nized and applied to one’s spiritual life as he studies the Word of God
and harmonizes his life according to its teaching.

1 PETER 1:22-25
Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one another from the
heart fervently: having been begotten again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of God, which liveth
and abideth. For, All flesh is as grass, And all the glory thereof
as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower
falleth: But the word of the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the
word of good tidings which was preached unto you.

One of the intended results of the inspired Word of God is the
purification of souls when they render obedience to the truth from a
motivation of pure sincerity and love (1 Pet. 1:22). Second, one is born
again by his obedience to the Word of God—the Gospel of Jesus Christ
(i.e., “the seed,” Lk. 8:11)—as one is obedient to the word-revelation”
of God (1 Pet. 1:23). This fact is beautifully illustrated in Old Testa-
ment prophecy (1 Pet. 1:24, cf. Isa. 40:6-8). In Isaiah 40:6-8, the great
Messianic prophet urges upon his audience that all human physical and
material accomplishments, impressive and beautiful though they may
be, do not have the divine and enduring quality which is inherent in the
Word of God. Neither can such physical or material accomplishments
benefit mankind spiritually. Peter thus emphasizes that only the
incorruptible Word of God, “which liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Pet.
1:23), can produce that immortal state which will live forever with
God. Therefore, a rejection of the inspired Word of God naturally leads
to an eternity spent in darkness, grief, and eternal suffering, separated
from God. It is in view of this that the Word of the Lord which abides
forever, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, must be preached unto a lost and
dying world, as it alone is “the word of good tidings” for mankind’s
ultimate benefit (1 Pet. 1:25).
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2 PETER 1:20-21
[K]nowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private
interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of man:
but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.

In 2 Peter 1:20-21, specific affirmations are made by Peter
regarding the nature of the inspired Word of God. First, is Peter’s stated
fact, “no prophecy of scripture is of private [a special or individual
method of interpretation which renders the meaning of the Word of
God subjective and therefore different for each individual] interpreta-
tion.” Second, this act is true because “no prophecy ever came by the
will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy
Spirit.” In essence, a subjective and personally individualized method
of interpretation is not possible because God Himself is the Originator
of the sacred writings. This being true, God, who is not the author of
confusion, delivered an objective and propositional word-revelation to
man. Such a word-revelation delivered in both objective and proposi-
tional form must be understood, therefore, in a singular sense (1 Cor.
1:10; Gal. 1:6-12). According to 2 Peter 1:20-21, no prophetic
utterances (and inspired writings) ever came by any other means than
the moving (inspiration) of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the following
must hold true: 1) All “prophetic writings” are inspired (2 Pet. 1:20-
21), 2) The New Testament is a “prophetic writing” (Rev. 22:18; Eph.
3:5), therefore, 3) the New Testament is inspired.11

Indeed, 2 Peter 1:20-21 affirms verbal, word-for-word inspiration.
As one writer has well observed:

Prophecy is used here for what is spoken by the Holy Spirit. To
prophesy in the Bible is to speak for God with God’s Spirit. But
in the Scripture, as mentioned here, “The prophecy came not ...
by the will of man,” but the Scriptures came as “holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Not that
they thought as “moved by the Holy Ghost”; the emphasis is not
on the thought but on the words. If men had simply been moved
or supervised by the Holy Spirit, so that their thoughts were
directed a certain way, then their thinking might be by the Holy
Ghost, but the words would not necessarily be God’s words. But
that is not what the Bible claims here; it claims that men spake,
and the words were God’s words. And since the Bible here
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speaks expressly of Scripture, then it is the written words which
God has given.12

2 PETER 3:16-17
[A]s also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things;
wherein are some things hard to be understood, which the
ignorant and unstedfast wrest, as they do also the other scrip-
tures, unto their own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, know-
ing these things beforehand, beware lest, being carried away
with the error of the wicked, ye fall from your own stedfastness.

In this passage of Scripture, Peter, referring to the writings of the
apostle Paul, designates his epistles as being a part of the canon of
received Scriptures (2 Pet. 3:16). This inspired assertion is very
important in helping to determine those books which early apostolic
Christians recognized as being inspired revelation from God. By
including Paul’s epistles as an integral part of “the other Scriptures,”
Peter places his own stamp of apostolic approval on a major portion of
the New Testament text.

Next, it is important to observe that in the following verse (2 Pet.
3:17), Peter indicates that these Scriptures (including the epistles of
Paul) provide a sure foundation of continued faithfulness in Jesus
Christ. Peter’s awareness of this fact is demonstrated by his warning
that his brethren, whom he loves, must take knowledge of those things
contained in the Scriptures and make the necessary purposed determi-
nation not to be carried away by another message which would cause
the loss of their eternal souls. In essence, as Peter closes his second
epistle, he urges brethren to be faithful and steadfast to the inspired
revelation of God, which he styles as “Scriptures.” Stated another way:
1) All “Scripture” is inspired (2 Tim. 3:16-17), 2) The New Testament
is also “Scripture” (1 Tim. 5:18; 2 Pet. 3:16), therefore, 3) the New
Testament is inspired Scripture.13

CONCLUSION
The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is one of the most remarkable

teachings in God’s Word. This is especially true when the Holy Spirit
is studied from the perspective of the Hebrew Scriptures. Indeed, the
doctrine of the Holy Spirit, as revealed in the Old Testament, including
His work in animation, revelation, and inspiration, provides a perspec-
tive for understanding God as He is revealed in the various dispensa-
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tions of Bible history, as well as for understanding the work of the Holy
Spirit in the redemptive process during the New Testament age.
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